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Soeriad Phoio Reconnaissance
svani to the Current and
vaing International Situation,
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1, §n accor ance wita she decision of the U.S.1,B. on Auzust 31,
o 1451, the Comm:itee on Uverhead Reconnaissance has reviewed the
hd cvitical needs of United States intelligence which should be satisfied in
arder to provide ine intelligence support for anticipated policy decisions
wriich will face tie United Statez Government during the current inter-
nziional cyrisis,

cmpr e tenem g TeTETS

2, "“re COMOR believes that the timely acquisition oi high ?
vesoiution photoj rapny is ¢ssential to answer these critical inielligence
needs and recorsmends that U-2 photography be obtained on certain
highest priority targets as outlined in the attached paper, in making
ius recomunendasiion, the COMOR recognizes that overilight a¢
this time is a mistter of grave risk and has accordingly icokec
most critically 2t the targets which it recommends and the justification
which it submits,

2 The COMOR has aiso taken into account the needs of policy-
wakers for inteliigence which wiil be directly related to the kerlin
situation. it has prepared and submitted directly to ClA /Oper-ations
= iist of targets jor contingency planning. These targeis relate to
the following as:umptions and the intelligence needs conironting us
urder the assun 2d conditions:
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NRO review(s) completed.
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a. Aasuming no near-term setilexnent of the
Berlin crie.:e, our ko wledge of the military situation in
fast Gormon - needs in be compleied and brought up o datz.

1AM R

. 13 the evert that access to Beriin is closcd

io the £1ilies it is essential to determine the status oi :
Joviat snd soceilite forces adjacent to Beriin, elsewnere i
in East Gesraany, and possibly in certain EKuropean satellite E
countries, Lifective determination of the status of these ’
forces would probably require periodic overilights. E
c. L'epending on the course of the Berlin crisis 1
after access routes are closed, periodic coverage may be E
required of those targets capable of attacking Allied Forczs i
in Europe a& well as those capable of attacking the U.S, 25X1%
- i
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IFICATION FOR U-2 PHOTOGRAPHY

3YER THE USSR

i. Poiicymakers of the United States Government will require the
firmest possible knowledge of the Soviet military posture and state o1
#leri during the current period of international tension. in this connec-
tion, the mosat critical intelligence problem concerns present soviet
ICBM capabilities.

2. Satellite photography has identified deployed ICBM coaplexes
in the USSR, However, there are a number of critical missile and
related military questions which cannot be answered with sateilite photog-
vaphy of present quality. Photography obtained by the U-2, being of
greater interpretability, will contribute to the solution of these problems.
in addition, the U-Z can be operated in optimum weather conditions against’
specific highest priority targets as opposed to the non-selectivity of
coverage of the current satellite systems. -
- 3, Targets other than ICBM complexes are also important in
determining the USSR's military posture and state of alert, but we believe
U-2 coverage of them, while of very high priority, is of somewhat less
urgency. [ —

4. We are not recommending the employment of the U-2 for general
search because satellite photography is more appropriate for this purpose,

5. ICBM: A most critical problem relating to the i{CBM concerns
ita _deplgg}mént and operaiional status -~ specificaily, for example, whether
sites are operational or under construction, salvo capability, the extent
of hardening, the type of guidance, the nature of support and missile
handling facilities, the refire capability. We have acquired coverage of
the Plesetsk area with satellite photography on four occasions; in each
of these the area was partially obscured by clouds. Nonetheless,
through the openings it was possible to discern that at Piesetpk there are
extensive highly secure complexes, defended by SAM sites, Fr'rom this
pbotography we cannot confirm that this installation is an ICBM complex,
However, from this photography and collateral information, we strongly
suspect that this is a first generation ICBM complex, as distinct from
our current conciusion bearing upon the second generation ICBM complexes
discussed below. The attached photographs of Plesetsk demonstrate the
effect of cloud cover and the difficulties involved in definitive interpre-
tation of satellite photography.
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SVER THE USSR

i. Poiicymaiers oi the United States Government will require the
firrnesi possible knowledge oi the Soviet military posture and «tate of
2leri during the current period of international tension. in this connec-
tion, the most critical intelligence problern concerns present soviet
ICBM capabilities.

2. Satellite photography has identified deployed ICBM complexes
in the USSR, However, there are a number oi critical missile and
related military questions which cannot be answered with satellite photog-
raphy of present quality. Photography obtained by the U-2, being of
areater interpretability, will contribute to the solution of these problems.
in addition, the U-Z can be operated in optimum weather conditions against'
specific highest priority targets as opposed to the non-selectivity of
coverage of the current satellite systems. ; e
g 3, Targets other than ICBM complexes are aiso importaat in ;
determining the USSR's military posture and state of alert, but we believe
U-2 coverage of them, while of very high priority, is of somewhat legs
urgencyo. :

4. We are not recommending the employment of the U~2 for general
search because satellite photography is more appropriate for this purpose.

5, ICBM: A most critical problem reiating to the iCBM concerns
its ,deplanyme“nt and operaiional status -- specifically, for example, whether
sites are operational or under construction, salvo capability, the extent
of hardening, the type of guidance, the nature of support and missile
handling facilities, the refire capability, We have acquired coverage of
the Plesetsk area with sztellite photography on four occasions; in each
of these the area was partially obscured by clouds. Nonetheless,
through the openings it was possible to discern that at Piesetsk there are
extensive highly secure complexes, defended by SAM sites, From this
photography we cannot confirm that this installation is an ICBM complex.
However, irom this photugraphy and collateral information, we strongly
guspect that this is a first generation ICBM complex, as distinct from
our current conclusion bearing upon the second generation ICBM complexes
discussed below, The attached photographs of Plesetsk demonstrate the
effect of cloud cover and the difficulties involved in definitive interpre-
tation of satellite photography. '
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6. We hav~e also locs e wi:h satellite photography fowr d:ployec
ICBM complexcs - Yur\y. . Yorxgr B, Vo ;-;zi':.:{ay:ﬂ Taloa, am Koslvoons
- - which we beii .ve to be intendrd for the sccond gunerstion 1BMs,
However, we d» a0t hava sufficicat inforrea tion to deterrnine theiy
operational read nese or - hether first gencration ILBM: are hreing
deployed on then . The g1 ality and resglution of satellite photography
which we have ¢« curicd, r whic we aaticinats ia the n<xt si> months
will be securco. dees not izrmi: sufficizntly accursie photo irlerpreta-
tion to answar i 25¢ quest ions.

7. These ¢vastions (2a be answered by photographky with the U-2
reaolutionl | Additionally. the U-2
photo syastem provides stereo, an important advantage not aveailable in
the current satcllite photo systems. An appreciation of the difference
between U-2 and satellite photography as relevant to these queations may
be gained from examination of the Exhibit ofTyuratam and Kapustin Yar
attached, The technical data displayed on the accompanying drawings
cannot be obtainzd from satellite photography. Such technical data are
required on the ‘CBM complexes in order to determine the operational
status and the niture of the threat, The U-2 is the only contralled vehicle
with a chance of survival which has the photographic capability of -
providing this photography.

8. It is recommmended that U-2 coverage be obtained on the tollowing
highest priority itargets in the order listed: Plesetsk, Yurya, Yoskor-ola,
Verkhnaya Salda, and Kostroma.

Approved For Release 2004/0513E€RERbP719B01709A003500030026-4
"2

25X1;

T

s

Y

b

"




Approved For Releu 2004/04/19 : CIA-RDP7QBO1709A00w0030026-4

25X1 TOP SECRET 25X1¢

INTROCDUCTION TO EXHIBITS

Detailed technical aralysis, similar to that obtained by the U-2
{and illustrated in the attached exhibit) is not possible with current
satellite photography.

Satellite photography permits the readout of gross data such as
the existence of deployed ICBM sites, However, even with maximum
enlargement, or use of transparencies, the scale and resolution of
satellite photography precludes detailed analysis required for technical
data,
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